‘Briarcliffe’, Glenbrook

Brigselite’, adjacent to the Koval Australian Air TPoree’s Ajr
Hendguarters n the Blue Mountains is the official residence of
the Air Commander Avstralia. Iowas porchased by the RAAF
1953 for the first Air Offieer Commanding Eastern Ares
Cosmmand, Adr Vice Marshal 1, P MeGCauley €I, CBL and has
Been occupled ever sinee by successive Alr Officers
Comemanding, later Alr Commuanders, [ was purchased from
the Milligan tamily and was originally part of the larger prop-
erty known as “Logie' The Air Headguarters Officers” Mess
tow pocupies what was once the Lapstope Hill Haotel, built
around Logie i 1928 and sold o the RAAT in 1949

Beside Logie stood 2 Port [ackson fig tree, affectionately
«nown by patrons of the inpand members of the Dfficers” ness
as the Yumm Yum Tree’ Experts estimated the tree was a
seedling around the 17805 - and so probably saw Captain Cook
sail in. Unlortunately the tree wes blown overn diumng severe
wirids om 6 November 1994 and it Joss is siill mourmed in the
RAAT

Lasme lad been balt in the 1870s tor the Hon lohn Lucas
MLAL Below Logie still stands the old ratlwav station,
Lucasville, named after him and which formed part of the
Lapslone Zig Zag. Later Logie became the home ol Caplain
Charles Smitho who was succecded by s son Colin, Colin
Smith was a bacteriologist of some repute and a rather
cdlourfil secentric who drove Stanley Steamers and shot flies
ofF e walls with a pistsl Ty 19210, TG Kirkpatrick and G.H
Marris purchiised Logie and adjeent lnngd fram Colin Smith.

In the 19508, when Briarclitte was aowned by A. H
Toolman, he personally termaced seven acres of garden, evi-
dinice of which car still be spen bellow the lower fence dalong
with traces of the former Cods road. Concsurveyed and buili
the first road trom Efnu Mains to Bafdyures: m 1810, the vear fol=
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owing discovery of a noute through the Blue Mountmins by
Staxtand, Wentworth and Lawson

The large central raore of Briaveliffe - the ‘Great Rpom' -
was originally papered in broad bloe and gold vertical stripes
This ronm, often referred to as "The Chocolate Box”® after the
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Qlad Guold" chocolales sild through this peris xd, features large
glasy doors and a pair of matching windows sl oneend and an
offset fireplace at the other

It was the 'Greal Room” which changzed most during the
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Authority during 19973 afler 40'years of RAAF occupation, In
oider W cregte o dining-room where a small bedyoom Lid fie 1822 o trroediee Mirs Eissbolt Hikits. tntte W3 Maotes
been, walls were moviad sa that the fire-place was centrally Latpistonne HAUT s psdflend Froom il Hip = e ik
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located in the now smaller ‘Great Room'. The near-flit orig- § ; it tl‘ A B o e A e

- trdl wessil vaok aimti ot oA Jeoses Faeor Hhie e s e il

inal matthoid soof was removed and replaced with a pitched O, 1 ithip i it e, VALl pys B T
roat and dormoer windows allowing two upstares Bedroomes 1o Ly

be created.  The sum-room was |'Drl'|!1|ut-.-i\' rebuilt atter now
foundations were poured, higher ceilings were Ihstalled
throughout the house and o stairway created, The renovalions
and alterations were designed by G|, Taylor, Archivect, con-
structed by S.5 Ward, Buildern andd supervised by the
Authority’s regional manages My Iihn Healh
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