GLENBROOK POINTS
Newsletter of Glenbrook & District Historical Society Inc.
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    POINTSMAN'S COTTAGE
 JUNE-JULY '15
Postal address P.O. Box 38 Glenbrook NSW 2773
Contacts: Tim Miers   4739 2384           Doug Knowles 4751 3275
Meetings 3rd Wednesday monthly at 1.30 pm (except Dec-Jan) Glenbrook Guides Hall

cnr Hare & Moore Sts Glenbrook

       "History Walks" 2015 Programme ALL on SATURDAYS  
     Walks led by Doug. Knowles & Tim Miers.  

   June  13: 1.30pm "The Mountain Murders." Lee Weller's grave site“ 1896, and rock
                                   inscriptions.
   July  4:    1.30pm  Dunn‘s sawmill site & earth dam. Brookside creek, Lennox Bridge
                                 & old stone quarry
            25:  1.30pm  "Cox's Road". Walk along a section of this historic road following
                                  the ridge-top from Linden to Woodford Trig point
   Aug   22: 1.30pm  Faulconbridge steam sawmill site-Engine remnants & other relics 1914/25                               
   Sept. 26:  9.00am "Glenbrook Discovery"  Heritage Walk.  Historic sites, houses and 
                                  West Portal of  Lapstone
      ADULTS:   8.00 ea. (Except for Mar.28th walk.)  Children under 16yrs. Free-but must  be 
      accompanied by a  parent or guardian. (No dogs please.)
      BOOKINGS are ESSENTIAL:  Phone Doug. on 4751 3275, (Please  allow the phone to ring  longer 
      than usual.) or Tim on 4739 2384 for details re meeting place, time and  grade of  walk.  Good
      walking shoes are essential. Please bring a hat and drinking water. 
      SPECIAL BOOKINGS:  Social Clubs, School Groups etc. Times and days to suit your can be arranged for
      a standard fee of $40.00 for a Glenbrook Historical Society tour guide. BAD WEATHER ON DAY:     

       excessive wind & rain could cause cancellation due to hazardous conditions.
                                                             PAM'S PAGE
THE GLENBROOK PARK
      When the village of Glenbrook was first surveyed in 1884, the Park was reserved for “recreation purposes” and extended from Green St to Raymond Rd. In 1892 the Public School was built in the NE corner facing Green St. The first School of Arts was erected nearby, so this section of the park was used for community activities. In 1903 the School was moved to what is now Ross St. in the NE corner facing. It was only after the School od Arts was burnt down, 1923,  that this area reverted to parkland as it is today.
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       The 2nd School of Arts was built in 1927 on the corner of Ross St & Hamment Pl., and it still stands in the same place today. The building consisted of a large hall with a wonderful dance floor, a stage with a small kitchen on E. side and  dressingroom on W. side. At the front on E. side was a small meeting room and on W. side was a small library room. The building was used as a cinema and community activities conjointly, until additions were made and the building became the cinama as you see it today, an annexe was added for other purposes. Plaques had been placed on  

additions. One plaque was from the original floor, a stage with a small kitchen on E. side and                         2nd SCHOOL of ARTS dressingroom on W. side. At the front on E. side was a small meeting room and on W. side was a small library room. The building was used as a cinema and community activities conjointly, until additions were made and the building became the cinema as you see it today, an annexe was added for other purposes. Plaques had been placed on the additions. One plaque was from the 1903 building and was laid by Mr Colin Smith 21 August 1909 and another laid by Mrs W.H.Williams on 24 September 1927.                                  
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        A pair of sandstone pillars facing Hamment PL. held a pair of wrought iron gates and were built by John Colquhoun Dunn a distinguished stonemason who lived in “Bonnie Doone” Moore St. I can also rember pillars and gates at the Park St entrance. Four tennis courts were established in the SW corner of the Park and are still in use today. The open area of the park was used for general sports, and cricket & football are still played today. I can remember great excitement in the 1940's when the circus came to rown and set up in the park. What excitement to be walking down Lucasville Rd. on the way to school seeing the elephants chained to the big trees, how wonderful to be able to see these huge animals up so close.
     For over a centuary the park has been a strong focal point for the cultural & active life in the village. It is still used today for the same reasons. The Glenbrook Village Festival in November  in it's 32nd year                                                                                   and the Rotary Club Australia Day
  QUEEN'S CORONATION CELEBRATIONS   celebrations of 20 yrs and, carols by
                GLENBROOK PARK   1952                  candle light just to name a few.
           RAILWAY ACCIDENT KNAPSACK GULLY ZIGZAG
Extract from Sydney Mail Saturday March 27 1886
An accident  happened on the Knapsack Gully Zigzag, on Monday morning, to the tourists‘ train.  At Woodford the train was examined, and found to be all right. The brakes were working well.  [image: image4.jpg]
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On arriving at Springwood however, the guard found something wrong, and he took in the night-officer to take charge of the brake in the brake van, whilst he got  on the platform to work the brake from there. The train arrived at Glenbrook  about 10 am, and on coming round the sharp curve into the top point, it was found that the air brakes were powerless, and the driver, William  Fram, and the fireman applied the handbrakes. The driver later on reversed his engine. Just at this spot is a  platform, there is a magnificent  view  of Penrith & Emu Plains               LUCASVILLE HOUSE          large  numbers of people were looking out of the windows. The rails being „ greasy“ owing to heavy mist, and the brakes not acting, the train became unmanageable and ran into the buffer stops at the end of the point. The shock wrecked the engine and severley damagd two carriages. besides injuring many of  the passengers. As there was a telephone at Lucasville, near the scene of the accident, a message was sent from that place to Glenbrook  thence the occurance was telegraphed to Penrith and at 11.10 am a relief train was sent out with Dr Swayne,  of Penrith, on board, and the passengers transfered into it and brought to Sydney, arrving at Redfern 1.45 pm. Dr Woodward met the train at the station and attended to the wants of  the passengers. 
Editors Correction from "A FATAL TRAIN ACCIDENT"  April/May.... (1) The driver from the westbound train etc.. should read... The driver from the down train (Penrith) Michael Stevenson survived   (2) The other crew members etc.. should read, Two other crew members did not survive the collision, John Wiggins, fireman of down train & John Egan driver of up train. Also a 3rd fatality, Herbert Brady, an assistant guard, who was travelling on the footplate of the up train.
From the SECRETARY'S DESK
REPORTS
 i)  From Council Meeting 19/05/2015.  a)  The Local Environment Plan that the Council Staff has been working on: so hard and for so long, has been thrown out by the Government.  The Blue Mountains area is to have the same type of town planning as everywhere else in the State.  There is no protection now to the water ways and building height restrictions. Resolved:  That we ask the Mayor to tell us how we can contribute to the support of the BM exemption from the standard LEP.  b)  The Council Meeting was adjourned because of a near tragedy when a speaker (private), had an unexpected collapse.  Editor Bill (Pharmacist and experienced CPR operator,) was instrumental in saving the man's life. He and a nurse worked hard together and was praised by others at the meeting. Of course, with the meeting adjourned, we were unable to 'state-our-case' for the Glenbrook Ross Street bus shelter. It is now understood that there are no problems regarding 'copyright' for the original concept of the mural to be painted and Joan has photos of the original design and these will be distributed to the Councillors at next Tuesday, 27th May Council meeting. There appears to be no speakers 'for' the motion: That Council adopt the recommendations in their report.'  We speak against the motion because we want the original murals re-instated.  Our thanks to Joan and Bill. Also to everyone who was able to send emails to explain our case to the Councillors.

ii) A special tour of Museum  by Rotary Members:  A sub-committee of 2 has been formed to arrange a time (between 4pm & 6pm) on a Wednesday for this tour because Rotary members are very busy on their market days: the only other time that the Museum is open. Joan & PamT. have volunteered for this sub-committee.  Carried.

iii) Projector and screen to show DVD's in museum.  We have a sub-committee of 2 members who have agreed to research the idea.  Denis Bainbridge and Barry Fraser. Denis has expressed doubts about enough room in the Museum and the expenses of purchasing and running a projector.  A flat screen was mooted.  Chair asks that the sub-committee of two, report back on that topic.  Carried. 
 GENERAL BUSINESS


i) Joan has explained about a promise she made to the late Maisie Thoms: that is to frame
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copy of an old photograph (see left) of the Tennis Club members in 1915.  The photo is now ready and Joan suggests that Maisie's son Anthony, present it to the Tennis Club on a date to be decided.  Members are invited to attend this presentation.  Unanimous support.
ii)  Three-Fold Leaflet:  "What We Do."  Ian and Pam have produced a very good leaflet which will be used to advertise the Society.  Resolved: That we set up an email address, fix details and have 200 lfts. printed by Print-Well.  
 iv)  Dennis has told us about a woman who   thinks that there was a girl who lived in his house, and was murdered in the 1950's and dumped near the station. Those of us who were around at that time think it is a figment of her imagination.
v)  Editor Bill  would like to have the names and phone numbers of all Committee Members to go on last page of our newsletters.  This would include Catering, Publicity, etc.  If any Committee member wants their name and phone number listed, would you please inform Secretary in writing: email or letter.  
 Extract of General Meeting: Date: 15th April, 2015
 Guests welcomed, Pauline & Barry Fraser, (previous member of Glenbrook School Centenary Committee,) and visitors: a)  Rotary Representative  Evan Stevens.  b) Guest Speaker, Marcia Cooper.   
 Address from Rotarian: Evan Stevens who awarded Doug Knowles a "Community 

Volunteer Award" in the form of a framed certificate for 'his significant contribution to the

community in the Blue Mountains region.' This certificate is presented by the Rotary club of 

Lower Blue Mountains Inc.  Doug thanked Evan and all team members for their support.
Some gemeral business  Doug announced that he would not be standing for re-election as President at the next  AGM of this Society.  Anne's question: are there any results regarding the sandstone block in Whitton Park?  Pam Thompson. "To me, they look very much like the sandstone blocks that were behind St.Finbar's Church.  They were left over when they built the new church. My daughter who lives opposite the park, believes it is a 'seating arrangement' and the children from St. Finbars were using it while playing.  I believe there is some carving on a few:  the Fleur-de-lis and a crown. The blocks were probably put there by the Council. EDITOR‘S NOTE:- refer back to April/May newsletter. I will endeavour to get the official reason for the construction... this was a council project
GUEST SPEAKER:  was Mrs. Marcia Cooper, Grand-daughter of  Thomas Edward Gratton-Smith: 
Children's author and artist, Book reviewer. Glenbrook resident in the 1910's

BLINKY BILL & FRIENDS RETURN
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Blinky Bill, Magic Pudding, Wombat Stew & Possum Magic live again and will now return to Glenbrook in their former glory. On 27th May BMCC councillors unanimousley passed a motion to restore the Ross St mural as close as possible to the original. The council had before them a recommendation to replace the mural with <option 1>  (as illusrated) accompanied by a large supporting document. Myself, as editor, and Joan and Doug, representing G&DHS, spoke against the motion, being allowed 3 mts each. Joan also presented to all concillors photographs of original mural and a supporting letter from original artist. Joan & myself spoke                 OPTION 3                    mainly on the historical aspect of the mural (known as option 3) and Pres. Doug spoke mainly on errors of ommision in the recommendation, which were numerous. At the end of our presentation, councillor Anton VonSchulenberg moved that <option 3> be approved. There was no further discussion and a vote was taken. Unanimous in favour, we should thank the councillors on their good judgment for considering the historical
     OPTION 1        aspect of the mural against the commercial benefit of  replacing the
                                   mural.

      GLENBROOK & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY Inc.

OFFICE BEARERS 2014-2015 
                      President                Doug Knowles        4751 3275
                     Vice- Presidents    Kevin  Frappell       4739 8718
                                                     Grant Holmes          4739 4083
                      Secretary               Mary Knowles         4751 3275
                     Treasurer                Neil McGlashan      4739 9864
                     Chief  Historian     Tim Miers                4739 2384
                     Committee             Joan Peard               0414 605 482
                                                     Pam Thompson       4739 1518      
       Glenbrook & D.H. Society Museum is situated within Old Glenbrook Infants School, Ross St. Entrance also through Park St.  Museum is open to public on 1st & 3rd Saturdays  9am to 1pm. Entrance FREE. Many artifacts and   photographs are on display.
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