Our Visit to Lakesland, Saturday, August 17, 2002





Whilst on a day outing to the Southern Highlands we spied a sign approaching Thirlmere that pointed up a road and read “Lakesland”.  Knowing that Thomas Skarratt, a resident at Ulinbawn as listed in the 1906 census, had subsequently lived at Lakesland we detoured up the road to find within a short distance “Skarrett Lane” (as misspelt by the council).  After a couple of enquiries we arrived at an old weatherboard house and enquired within to be greeted by the present owners, Bruce and Sally Robertson. They were well acquainted with the earlier association of the house with the Skarratts and, in fact, Sally is a cousin to Molly (nee Crowther) the wife of Donald Skarratt (2nd).  Molly, now in her 80s, lives nearby.  





Sally recalled that Molly had met Donald in Valparaiso, Chile, where her father had worked for a period at the cable station. They had two sons, Donald (3rd) (now living at Grafton) and John (?).  





Sally said that Esther Skarratt remained living at the house following Thomas’ death (in 1929).  Apparently Thomas had been a publican and Esther had been employed by him as a barmaid at his hotel.  The whereabouts of the hotel is not known.  Esther was his second wife. Sally and Bruce had some knowledge of Eric Skarratt and his wife Helen Baldwin, they had seen and admired Helen’s paintings at the gallery in Mittagong and knew that Eric had passed away last year.





Sally and Bruce kindly showed us around their home which they said was built around the turn of the century, the first family occupants were Armitage, followed by Thomas Skarratt and his wife Esther (they married in 1907).  





Originally the house was only two rooms which today form the northen side of the house and early on there were additions for the central room and the southern side, then in recent years the Robertsons have added the rear rooms including the present kitchen.  They have lived there since 1954.  The house has interesting original features, particularly the french doors and multi-paned doors and windows with coloured glasses.  The front verandah looks towards the city in the far distance.


There is still the old brick well, built a little after the house was built, at the rear of the house.  They have met the man who built it.  He told them that it was dug down about 30 feet to rock and the brickwork was laid in a continuous spiral course which formed the sides and an dome at the top.  The house is surrounded by an orchard of various plums, apples, cherries, etc, which Bruce and Sally still keep working. Bruce is believed to be about 80 years old (the neighbour told us).





Postscript:  We didn’t ask the obvious question but we believe that Thomas Skarratt was the brother of Donald senior (father of Donald 2nd, father of Donald 3rd).  Thomas lived at Ulinbawn for perhaps a year or a few years whilst his son, Donald senior, lived at Mountside.  


