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THE 1957 BUSHFIRE:   

I remember the day the 1957 bushfire hit Glenbrook.   It was a very hot day which is normal for a bushfire day.  My father was in St.Vincent's Hospital so with my mother and two small children, I had been to visit him.

We were living in RAAF married quarters in Knapsack Road and because it was so hot travelling home by car, I put the two children in the bath when we got home. About 10 minutes later, there was a knock at the door.  It was an airman with news that we were to be evacuated to the Headquarters building--pack a bag and be ready quickly.  Imagine getting the children out of the bath and dressed, trying to decide what to pack, find the small dog and be ready in 10 minutes. Along with the other RAAF dependants, we were driven to the base and taken to the Officer's mess to wait for the danger to pass.   Luckily the fire went around the married quarters so quickly, it mostly went through the tree tops, it had come up and around from Knapsack Gully. At last we were taken home to find everything safe and to know that the RAAF personnel were patrolling our little area all night.
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